Monitoring hepatic and renal function.
Liver disease represents a serious risk factor for patients requiring anesthesia and surgery. Even subclinical liver disease increases perioperative morbidity and mortality. Perioperative renal dysfunction and failure have similar implications. Thus, detection of early hepatic and renal dysfunction and monitoring of their progress is essential. This article discusses methods for monitoring hepatic and renal function in patients who have high risk for liver or renal injury in the perioperative period.